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COMMUNITY GARE TOOLKIT

TDIN created this toolkit in response to the March 2026 announcement that the Ontario
provincial government would be cutting the funding to the remaining publicly funded
Supervised Consumption Sites (SCSs), forcing them to close by June 13, 2026. In Toronto,
that includes Moss Park Consumption and Treatment Services, and Fred Victor OnPoint
Supervised Consumption Services.

This policy decision deeply impacts the drop-in community, both in the work we do and the
communities we belong to. As we collectively navigate the grief of this news and advocate for
the wellbeing and rights of our community, TDIN has put together some background
information, community resources, and advocacy tools that may support how we as a
community move through the reality of these changes, together.

People who use drugs are PEOPLE and deserving of love, compassion, support, joy,
connection, and safety. Forcing the closure of Supervised Consumption Sites goes against
evidence-based research from community, public health authorities, and social policy
recommendations in relation to substance use. Harm reduction is health care and we
champion for everyone in our city to have access to the care and sense of belonging they
need.

We love you. We see you. We stand with you.

The TDIN Team
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BILL 223
In August 2024, the Ontario government announced that it would
impose new restrictions on Supervised Consumption Services
(SCS). The province declared that it would ban SCS within 200
metres of schools and childcare centres and prohibit municipalities
from establishing or supporting new SCSs. These restrictions
became law on December 4, 2024, through the passing of the
Community Care and Recovery Act, 2024, SO 2024 (CCRA).

CHARTER CHALLENGE

On December 10, 2024, The Neighbourhood Group Community
Services (TNGCS) started legal action against the Community
Care and Recovery Act, which was passed in the Ontario
Legislature as part of Bill 223. The Act forced the closure of at
least 10 Supervised Consumption Sites across Ontario, and will
result in increased toxic drug deaths and devastating health
outcomes for people who use substances. This bill was hastily
passed on December 4th with no public debate, nor input from
Indigenious communities, those with lived experience and other
experts, including those who provide this life-saving healthcare on
the frontlines.

COMMUNITY ADVAOCTED FIERCELY & PUSHED BACK
AGAINST THE CLOSURE OF OUR SCSS

Despite strong community organizing, many of our SCSs were
forced to close their doors and end their services on April 1, 2025.

LEARN MORE:

HIV Legal Network Background Document on the Charter challenge
to the Community Care and Recovery Act, 2024

The Neighbourhood Group Backgorund on Legal Action Against Bill
223



https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024-12-09-Issued-Notice-of-Application-The-Neighbourhood-Group.pdf
https://www.tngcommunityto.org/TNG/media/Documents/NEWS/EN-Charter-challenge-to-the-Community-Care-and-Recovery-Act-R.pdf
https://www.tngcommunityto.org/TNG/media/Documents/NEWS/EN-Charter-challenge-to-the-Community-Care-and-Recovery-Act-R.pdf
https://www.tngcommunityto.org/Programs-Services/Programs/Drop-in-and-Harm-Reduction-Services/Kensington-Market-Overdose-Prevention-Site/Legal-Action-Against-Bill-223-Background
https://www.tngcommunityto.org/Programs-Services/Programs/Drop-in-and-Harm-Reduction-Services/Kensington-Market-Overdose-Prevention-Site/Legal-Action-Against-Bill-223-Background
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On April 30, 2025, the province introduced Bill 6, the Safer Municipalities Act, which aims to
strengthen law enforcement’s ability to deter trespassing and public consumption of illegal
substances. The government news release explained the legislation will “protect community safety
in parks and public spaces”, with a goal to “provide municipalities and police with the enhanced
tools they need to end encampments and clean up our parks and public spaces.”

BILL 10
The Protect Ontario Through Safer Streets and Stronger Communities Act is a broad ‘justice-and-
safety’ omnibus bill that was passed into law on June 5th, 2025.

This Act imposes penalties on landlords who knowingly permit their units to be used for drug
production and/or trafficking as well as for knowingly possessing the proceeds from drug
production and/or trafficking. People who use drugs, or people who are assumed to use drugs will
be heavily descriminated against because of this.

In conjunction with Bill 223, Bill 6 and Bill 10 further criminalize homelessness and both
target and harm unhoused and precariously housed people who use drugs.

Click the links below to read the details of each Bill

Bill 223, Safer Streets, Stronger Communities Act, 2024

Bill 6, Safer Municipalities Act, 2025

Bill 10, Protect Ontario Through Safer Streets and Stronger
Communities Act, 2025

LEARN MORE:
Canadian Mental Health Association briefing on how Bill 6 will negatively impact unhoused people

Canadian Mental Health Associaiton briefing on how Bill 10 will negatively impact unhoused people



https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s25005
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1005857/ontario-taking-action-to-protect-parks-and-public-spaces
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s25006
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-223
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-6
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-10
https://ontario.cmha.ca/bill-6/
https://ontario.cmha.ca/bill-10/
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Harm reduction advocates call Ford Ford government to end funding

A d for supervised consumption sites,
governme.n '?C'S'on _0 E':' , advocates say — including two in
consumption site funding ‘cowardly Toronto

EWW“EMM WILL BE CUTTING
CONSUMPTION SITE FUNDING

The Ford gowermnment Is pulling the plug on supenvised
consumption sites across Ontario with the last two provincially
funded sites In Toronto now preparing to shut down. Melissa
Makhavoly with why advocates warn the move will cost lives.

Ford government to end funding for Ontario to end funding to multiple drug
remaining supervised consumption sites: consumption sites, forcing them to close
advocates “What the government is choosing to do today will cause deaths,” - says advocate

Tt Conman Poeis
N——

IN THE GOMMUNITY =

“This feels like a punch to the gut. Where are people supposed to go?”

“This is reckless and heartbreaking. SCSs are health  “pgag p le will die”’
care, how can you just take that away from people?

It’s hea{th care A.ND a .co.nnectlon fo .other ser\./lc.es. “Whose safety are they
We’re in a housing crisis AND a toxic drug crisis! so concerned about?
What do they want people to do?” Not mine.
y peop Not my community’s
safety.”



https://toronto.citynews.ca/2026/03/13/ford-government-to-end-consumption-site-funding-two-toronto-sites/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/ford-government-to-end-funding-for-supervised-consumption-sites-advocates-say-including-two-in-toronto/article_5ab58e5e-d433-4a6b-a32b-831d05b6b777.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/ford-government-to-end-funding-for-remaining-supervised-consumption-sites-advocates/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-drug-consumption-sites-toronto-9.7128193
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/ford-government-to-end-funding-for-remaining-supervised-consumption-sites-advocates/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/ford-government-to-end-funding-for-remaining-supervised-consumption-sites-advocates/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/politics/queens-park/article/ford-government-to-end-funding-for-remaining-supervised-consumption-sites-advocates/
https://healthydebate.ca/2026/02/topic/safe-consumption-site-closure-ontario/
https://healthydebate.ca/2026/02/topic/safe-consumption-site-closure-ontario/
https://healthydebate.ca/2026/02/topic/safe-consumption-site-closure-ontario/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-drug-consumption-sites-toronto-9.7128193
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-drug-consumption-sites-toronto-9.7128193
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-drug-consumption-sites-toronto-9.7128193
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/local/article/overdoses-at-toronto-drop-in-centres-have-spiked-since-closure-of-4-supervised-consumption-sites-network/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/local/article/overdoses-at-toronto-drop-in-centres-have-spiked-since-closure-of-4-supervised-consumption-sites-network/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/local/article/overdoses-at-toronto-drop-in-centres-have-spiked-since-closure-of-4-supervised-consumption-sites-network/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/local/article/overdoses-at-toronto-drop-in-centres-have-spiked-since-closure-of-4-supervised-consumption-sites-network/
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SHARE YOUR STORY

Use creative expression to
share your story

Attend local events & rallies
to connect with others

Share your story to move
decision makers to action

Storytelling has been used cross-culturally since time
immemorial as a tool for expressing the complexities of what it is
to be human. The poly-crisis (toxic drug supply, housing
insecurity, food insecurity, climate devastation, political violence,
and so much more) we are currently facing is simply too heavy
to carry by any one person. Being in community and using forms
of creative expression can help us collectively move through our
feelings and cultivate hope.

You don’t have to consider yourself an artist in order to share
your story. Your voice matters. Storytelling can happen through
our voices, song, dance, movement, art, meditation, writing and
other avenues that feel right for you.

| You can find TDIN’'s Summer Drop-In

S ll=SE e VR e Program Toolkit on the TDIN website.
- DROP-IN PROGRAM

TOOLKIT

INITY THROUGH ART, STORYTELLING &

In this resource, you will find a mix of
art-making ideas, storytelling prompts,
and advocacy projects-each meant to
inspire self-expression and strengthen
community connections. These activities
can also be done indepentently.

The Harm Reduction
Advocacy Collective
(HRAC)

created a beautiful zine in
community in response

to the initial forced clsoures of
SCSs. YOu can find it

online:
https://hractoronto.net/ZineAp
ril2025.html

Find HRAC on Instagram
@hac_toronto


https://hractoronto.net/ZineApril2025.html
https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=808
https://hractoronto.net/ZineApril2025.html
https://hractoronto.net/ZineApril2025.html

TAKE RCTION: WRITE YOUR MPP

HOW TO WRITE A LETTER OR EMAIL TO YOUR MPP

Are you or your community impacted by the forced closures of publicly funded SCSs recently
announced by the Ontario Government? If you want to have your voice heard, you can write to
your Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP).

WHY WRITE A LETTER TO YOUR MPP?

Writing a letter/email to your MPP gives you the opportunity to make your voice heard as a
constituent of their riding. Your voice matters! MPPs are in roles that require them to advocate for
their constituents, but they need to hear from us in order to push for change.

WHAT SHOULD | WRITE IN MY LETTER OR EMAIL?

Who you are, what neighbourhood you live in

What concerns you most

How you feel about it (share you story in how this impacts you and your community directly)
What you want to be done or changed

A date by which you want to hear about what they are going to do

Your name and (e-mail) address

WHO SHOULD | SEND MY LETTER OR EMAIL?
If you want to gain the support from your Local MPP:

1.Find your provincial riding (see page 8 for link)
2.Find (MPPs) email(s) and address(es) here (also found on page 8)

Copy the Premier and the Minister of Health too, as it was their combined decision to shutter the
SCSs.

PREMIER, DOUG FORD
doug.fordco@pc.ola.org

MINISTER OF HEALTH, SILVIA JONES
sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org



mailto:doug.fordco@pc.ola.org
mailto:sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org
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HOW TO FIND YOUR MPP

There are 25 Members of Provincial Parliament that represent ridings in Toronto. The forced
N, Legislative closure of the SCSs was a provincial decision and your elected official is accountable to you

Assembly

EPEL  of Ontario as a constituent. Your voice matters! Let your MPP know how the forced closures of

Current MPPs

Current party standings

Total seats: 124

79 Progressllve Conservative Party 26 New Qemocratlc Party of Ontario Liberal Party
of Ontario Ontario
n Green Party of Ontario 2 Independent 1 Vacant seat(s)

Find an MPP

Search for an MPP by name or by street address and postal code. Yo lts to view MPPs by party.

MPP name Address and postal code ilter by party

.Any.

WAYS T0 GONTACT YOUR MPP

On the Ontario Legislative Assembly’s website, you will find your MPP’s email address,

Toronto’s publicly funded SCSs impact you and your community.

NOT SURE WHO
YOUR MPP I5?

There is a search tool on the
Ontario Legislative
Assembly’s website. Click on
the image to the left, or visit
www.ola.org/en/members/cu
rrent to find the current MPP
for where you live. Type in
your postal code or address
to find the contact
information for your MPP. If
you don’t have a physical
address, you can use your
local drop-in’s address.

phone number, Constituency Office (Office in your community), and Legislative Offfice (Office
at Queen’s Park). These are all ways that you can contact your MPP as an individual or as a
group. You could work with a small group of community members, neighbours, drop-in

program paricipants, co-workers, friends or found families to share your

needs/concerns/stories as a community.

You could also invite your MPP to come visit your drop-in program for a tour and to connect

with frontline staff and program participants in-person or virtually.


https://www.ola.org/en/members/current
https://www.ola.org/en/members/current
https://www.ola.org/en/members/current
https://www.ola.org/en/members/current

MPP LETTER/EMAIL TEMPLATE

Name of MPP
Street Address
Toronto, Postal Code

Date
Dear (Full Name of MPP)

My name is [your name here] and | am a resident of [your riding/neighbourhood here]. | am
writing to you to express my concerns with the announcement of funding cuts to our remaining
publicly funded Supervised Consumption Sites (SCSs) in Toronto.

On March 13™ the Ontario provincial government announced they would be cutting the funding to
the remaining publicly funded Supervised Consumption Sites (SCSs), forcing them to close by
June 13, 2026.

[Paragraph 2: Share your story. How you feel and how the issue affects you, your neighbours,
and your community]

[Paragraph 3: What you want done or changed]
[Date by which you want to hear back from them]

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my concerns. | look forward to receiving a response
from you and seeing you take action to support our community.

Sincerely,
[Your Name here]

Name

Address
Toronto, ON
Postal Code
Email

Phone Number
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Here are some community-based resources that may support connecting with others, moving through
grief and advoacting for change.

ADVOCAGY & INFO SHARING

Progress Toronto Online Petition:
b—‘ =~
PROGRESS Tell Ford to Restore Access to
TORONTO Overdose Prevention

HIV Legal Network: Protecting_
um%ﬁfﬁ"! Supervised Consumption Sites in

NETWORK

Ontario
HARM Fund Ontario's Supervised
AEDUCTION  Consumption Sites Now MPP
ADVOCACY Letter Campaign_
COLLECTIVE CARE THROUGH CHAOS

Toronto's Drug Checking Service TOI"OHtO DI"Ug CheCking Sel"ViCGS

Launched in October 2019, Toronto’s Drug Checking
Service offers people who use drugs timely and
detailed information on the contents of their drugs,
helping them to make more informed decisions.

This drug checking service also helps to uncover the h O ITI el €SS
makeup of Toronto’s unregulated drug supply.

Information on Toronto’s unregulated drug supply is
made publicly available.

Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction

Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction
(TIHR) emerged in April 2020 during
the first wave of the COVID19
pandemic in response to a massive shutdown of
frontline services & a lack of basic needs for Indigenous
houseless folks in the city of Toronto.

They are doing critical frontline work in community.
Follow and support their work.



https://www.progresstoronto.ca/take-action-save-lives
https://www.progresstoronto.ca/take-action-save-lives
https://www.progresstoronto.ca/take-action-save-lives
https://www.progresstoronto.ca/take-action-save-lives
https://www.care-through-chaos.com/contact
https://www.care-through-chaos.com/contact
https://www.care-through-chaos.com/contact
https://breakawaycs.ca/programs/grief-loss/
https://breakawaycs.ca/programs/grief-loss/
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/site/protecting-safe-consumption-in-ontario/?lang=en
https://win.newmode.net/harmreductionadvocacycollectivetoronto/provincialcampaignscsclosure?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAdGRleAQqSwZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAaf3pVaCjT-fsF8iuheQYSH7Auf19JhvBGwZrbEkTpFZaTGYY_FW2PJAn6mKZA_aem_qw8snhRXCOBnSlu896efpw
https://win.newmode.net/harmreductionadvocacycollectivetoronto/provincialcampaignscsclosure?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAdGRleAQqSwZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAaf3pVaCjT-fsF8iuheQYSH7Auf19JhvBGwZrbEkTpFZaTGYY_FW2PJAn6mKZA_aem_qw8snhRXCOBnSlu896efpw
https://win.newmode.net/harmreductionadvocacycollectivetoronto/provincialcampaignscsclosure?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAdGRleAQqSwZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAaf3pVaCjT-fsF8iuheQYSH7Auf19JhvBGwZrbEkTpFZaTGYY_FW2PJAn6mKZA_aem_qw8snhRXCOBnSlu896efpw
https://win.newmode.net/harmreductionadvocacycollectivetoronto/provincialcampaignscsclosure?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAdGRleAQqSwZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAaf3pVaCjT-fsF8iuheQYSH7Auf19JhvBGwZrbEkTpFZaTGYY_FW2PJAn6mKZA_aem_qw8snhRXCOBnSlu896efpw
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.community.hub/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.community.hub/
https://drugchecking.community/about/
https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about



https://www.instagram.com/torontodropinnetwork?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSjkzU2w4MzFhQ1E1bHIwanNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7NvNvGgDqkyLhEgJigzjEqGjqLSOy-WpicpD4aTJYtwc9t6lQqMJRdaLJaXg_aem_a7BNBlAW1g6RorNJQ4PgZg
https://www.youtube.com/@torontodrop-innetwork24
http://www.tdin.ca/service-finder
https://www.instagram.com/torontodropinnetwork?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSjkzU2w4MzFhQ1E1bHIwanNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7NvNvGgDqkyLhEgJigzjEqGjqLSOy-WpicpD4aTJYtwc9t6lQqMJRdaLJaXg_aem_a7BNBlAW1g6RorNJQ4PgZg
https://www.facebook.com/people/Toronto-Drop-In-Network-TDIN/61565809487443/
https://www.tiktok.com/@torontodropinnetwork?_r=1&_t=ZS-94nGp3wgE0j
https://www.youtube.com/@torontodrop-innetwork24
mailto:manager@tdin.ca
mailto:engage@tdin.ca
mailto:support@tdin.ca
mailto:tdinsocial@tngsc.org
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